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WAR AND CONFLICT STUDIES IN MALAYSTA:
THE STATE OF THE ART

hy

Zaknris Haji Ahnad
Department of- Poli%ical Scieonce
Univeraiti Kebsngzaan Malayais
Bangi, Selangor, Malayaias

INTRODUC TION -

The general subject-ares or Tield of stedy designated aa war and/or
conflict studies im a burgeoning newcomer in the institutiona of higher
learning in Melaysia. Although interest in the subject is not new and
can be =28id to have been extant all slong smong those involved in the
profeseion of amma, ita recent impetus is relsted &0 greater official
concern with regional security and defence issues nade poignant with the
Commwnizt victories in 1975 in Vietnsm and Lacs and other poat-1975
developmenta in Indochine, especially the 1978 irruption of Kampachen by
Vietnam, &nd a perceived United States withdrewal from Southeast
Aaiu.[1] Among those wsdvocating or teaching war and confliot ptudies,
hewever, there is considersble anxiety, dissgreement and even eonfusiom
&8 to its scope, content and direction. Tut thia ferment, significantly
encugh, oecurs in an atmosphere of Epparent consenaus on  the need for
such a saubject as a field of study. In the remzinder of this paper, I
digcuas the issues emsnating from the teaching end research of war  and
conflict studies in Melaysia, with apecifiec reference to its role in the
process of military education.

HOTIONS OF 'STEATEGIC STUDIES

Narrowly defined, war and confliet atudies have to do with 1issues
of mnational security in the conventionel aense of defence against
external aggression and the jproblems of international tension and
conflict resnlution. More broadly defined, the canvas of asuch a field
extends to encompass a large range of toples end areas of discussion,
such as (for example) the role of religion in the fabrie of a
bedy-pelitiec and, esppecially important in a country like Malaysia, the
numercus sapects of eounter-ineurgency operations. The latier instance
i reslly an internal defence issue and, 2= =uch, indicates en
'unconventionsl' approsch to the study of eonflict. There ie, im
addition, wn element of war/conflict studies which is important to the
practitioner of war sand this pertains to the more 'operational
questiona of  strategy, tactics, command and contral and
commmications[3], and eteff functions considered necessary in the

running of medern military.

Tt could of ocourse be assumed that war amd conflict studiez relate
only to that area 1in the field of international relations imown as
'strategic studies'. Within the Malaysian militery, there sre two
formylations in the ecurriculum approseh for widdle-ranking and senior
officers, At the Malaysian Amed Forces Staff College (MTAT)[2], the

alm of such studies is to
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(a) develop an appreciation of the fundsmental concepts of stratsgic
thinking, and

{B) provide the meana for the applieation of strategie thinking to
defence. problema and atrateg3+[3]

At the higher level Malaysian Amed Forces Defence College (MPAT), the
objective secema more analytfical +than applied, &s indicated in the
pkatenent:

Hopefully, the end result would be for officers 4o have =&
broader understanding of the political procemses in military
decimions &s to  understand  their limitations and
ﬂ&ﬂatrﬂintai[i

Yet n third formulation may be asaid to exist in that an introduction to
war atudies with discusaions on the nature of war, the principles of
warfare, ete., is an ingredient in officer training. Buch atudies,
howaver, are offered at the jumior officer of subaltern level,

The extent and content as well as purpose of these formulations
signify two broad aress of concern or understanding to the military:
first, conceptusl end theoretical knowledgs about war and conflict both
in tems of its externnl and internal dimenasions; and, second, the
operational or more professionally relevant mapecta (1.2., tactica).

In terms of definitions, militery inatitutions have preferred to
use ‘'war satudies' to denote the field at hand whilst the civilian
inetitutiona, thouwgh using the term ‘'atrategic' sandfor 'eecurity”
studies, would a@eem E» prefer the temm 'confliet' in  their
eoneeptualization of the core concern of the field. Althousgh 'atrategic
atudies' is inoresaingly supereeding 'war studies' in the lexicon of the
military'se ataff colleges, it is apparent that the latter term 1is
related to the military's underatanding of the subject aa related to
combat, and as such Is probably a more down-to-earth notlen of the
subject than what the former term connotss.

1% i2 evident from the foregoing that one of +the dissuea in the
teaching of warfconflict studies in Melsysia ia the gaope of the
subject-matter. Given the limitations of experience and expeartise,
eivilian inatitutions of hizher learning have not been able to offer the
more professzional element of military tactica and other similar aspects
in course syllabl. This is not to suggest that important topica 1like
"recent sdvences in tank warfare technology' are precluded from being
discusssed in the wuniveraltiea, but very definitely combat formation
drills, shooting askills and the like are rarely considered appropriate
academic problem-sreas. For the military institutions teaching war
studies, however, the emphasls is either overwhelmingly ‘operationel
tactica' in nature or an apparent gap exists in their capascity to teach
more theoretically relevant matters such as 'conflict resolution', at
least as wnderatood in scholasti® terwa.

Although in both the civilian and military centres of learning the
thrust of their programmea have been more broad-based rather than
narrowly defined, a gap has arisen in the perceived usefulness of each
offering, This problem is more acute from e military perspective aince
the circumstancea of Melaysia'e armed forcee dictate = more ‘combat’
approach to the wnderstanding of warfare, the need for & combined
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capability im conventionsl and unconventional  missions and  the
reskbricted acope of aasignment and career development of the officer
corpa of what is eassentially a comparstively small army. Indeed, an
jissue which has recently surfaced ia whether the ataff college {NTAT)
should reduce the feaching of staff duties and functlions and devote ita
attention 40 tactienl subjecta, a concern apparently Justified in the
light of deterforation in officer quality dwe to rapld expansion in the
late 19705,

Whilat it ia clear that the ecivilian academic institutions will not
offer a strategic atudiea programme ko produce officers or students with
brilliant tactical lmowledge, it 18 not apparent if the curriculun
content at tertiary inatitutiona constitutes a subject-matter that
enhances an underatanding of the factors and issues germane to defence
planning, organisation and related matters. Indeed, it would asesm that
offeringa in the social scien¢es are being made but thet their uotility
can be gquestioned, which has led in effect to & criticlism that they were
too 'basie’.

THE CENTRES OF STRATEGIC STUDLES

£t this jumcture;, it is npecessary to identify the centres of
learning which offer programmea in war/conflict stwdies. 'This is meant
to exclude thome inatitutiona whieh do mot offer such programmes par os,
as a course on 'internationsl relations' {ms offered at the University
of Maleya) could conceivably be considered relevant to the field. In
the militery domaln, two centrea offer such pregrammes, namely the Armed
Forces Stalf College (MTAT) and the imed Forces Defence College [ NFAT).
The former began in 1972 and the latter only in 1981. A third, even
highar-level armed forces collage, the National Defence College, will be
get  wup Iin the not-too-diatant future. In thea civilian asector,
warfeonflict studies progremmes are offered st Universitl KXebangsaan
{('Hational (miversity of Malaysia' or UKM) and the Universiti Sains
{'Science University or USH), in Penang. War studies modules ars taught
as well at other military fralning centres, nemely the Royal Military
College (RMC) at Sungei Besi and the Officer Cadet School (DCS) at Port
Dickson, but it is +the progremmez &t NTAT and MPAT that are really
germane to the discussion here.

The objectives of the four programmes under scrutiny constitute a
major issue in the study of warfcaonflict, not as mweh as to their
differences but mere as o the level of attaimment %o be realized by
thoae taking the courses. As such, comparizona may be invalid insofar
a8 the progremmes heve different contents becaunse of  different
end-goala.

THE MILITARY CENTRES &

In the cass of the MPAT, its charter states that the course 1a
intended 'to develop intellectual depth and snalyticel cepability of
Belected officera mso am to eneble them to have & comprehensive
understending in the conduct of operations and in the management of
f8rvice resources'.[5] Over a period of 45 weeks, the NTAT course covera

:t‘ht Bludy-saress, each with specific objectives. These eight
*udy-groups are;
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a) Profeasion of Amma and Services Study

k) Qeneral Btaff Study

o} Oparations of War Study f1i)

d} KESEAN # Study

s) Adminiastration Study

f] Strategic Study

gl MHaval Elective Study }  counted mB one
h} Alr Force Eleetive Study )  study-group

i} Exercises and Reasearch

In terma of allocation of time spent in each aegment or atudy=group of
the MPAP course, the breskdown is as shown in Flgure L

FIGURE 1: ALLOCATION OF PERIODS FOR 'STUDY-GROUFS'
AT THE ARMED FOHCES STAFF COLLECE, MALATSIA, 1981%

.,._______._....._--_..,.,_____u.--.----r-rl‘—l-l-lll-l-----n-r-n————-l-l--'--'r'r——————-'-ll--ﬂ'-!ﬂ———

Stuwdy-group Perioda*® b
1. Profesaion of Arma aend Servicea 143 13.06
2. General Staff Stuly 170 15.53
3. Operationa of War Study 300 26,22
4, FESHAN # Study 132 12.09
5, Mministration Study 246 22. 47
f. Btrateglc Study 05 B. 66

Total#hH 1,095 100, 0f ¥4

7. EBxerciaes and Hessarch F26 -
8. Miscellanecus 174 -
» Does not include perioda for Adr Force/Naval elective studies.

e Each pericd is about 40 minutea duration.

#%%  gpits "Dxercises and Ressarch' and 'Miscellaneous'.

#%E%F Ty pearesat decimal.

# KESEAN is an scronym derived from the Malay wordas
‘keselematan' (' seourity') and 'pembanguman' ('development').

Source: Syllsbus, Armed Forces 3taff College, Maleysia,

Inasmuch as 'strategic studies' is underetood in the conventional
academis sepnse of underatanding the concepts &nd problem-areas of the
atudy of internatiomal relations, 1t would appear that only 63 houras are
apent on the subject; this ia about only 8.7 per oant of the total time
mpoeat on the six study-groups {apart from 'exercisea end research’ and
‘miscellaneous’) of the WNPAT. Of course, if the other study-groups are
important not only in the opersiicnal sense but alas in the seense of
understanding ‘'war', then the student at the NTAT would appear to be
getting & more than falr grounding in war/confliot atudiea.

In sddition, there is & significant war/conflict content 1in the
emphases on war-related aress which are germane to an underatand ing af
Malaysin's national security., From Pigure I it is seen that the amoun t
of time devoted to KESBAN is 12 per cenb of the total of the peried fof
pi¥ study-groups. For Maleysia, which ia =till carrying out
sounter-insurgency operationa, the XBSEAN propertion ia important and B2




such can be considered to provide the substantive knowledge about war
and econflict to the MPAT student. Counting both the KESEAN and
atrategic study-groupa, a good 21 per cent of fime is sapent on
theoreticsl elements of security matters which, when supplemented by the
time spent on the 'operationsl imowledge' atudy-groups, would weinforce
the belief in the scedemic valus af the MTAT couras,

On this point, the Malaysian military have been insistent that the
HTAT eoffers a truly professional eourse and one which could be
considered equivalent to mo less than a bachelor's degree from any of
the country's civilian universitiea. This point would seem to be valid
if it is taken into consideration that two najor papers are prepared by
MTAT's students on topies of international relations and national
ascurlty as part of their course. However, auch =8 recognition would
need to have the assent of the acedemie community, which has to date not
been willing to concede the status of the MTAT courae ag  eguivalent ko
the firat-degree prograames of the uwniversities. It ia argued that the
MTAT course is more gearsd for the profesaion of arms and services, ia
lese academically demanding and pimply not comparable in standard to
acadenic programmes. Additienally, the quality of the papers presented
Bt the NTAT leaves much to be desired in teras of scademic rigour and a
theoretical contribution to kmowledge.

Aa opposed to the one-year eourse duration st the MTAT, the MNPAT
for lieutensnt-colonels and sbove (or their equivaelent) has only & six
montha programme. Heing n higher-level staff eallege, thers i wmore
eaphasis on discussion and resesrch on matters related Lo imsues in
national defence, nationsl developmnent and regional anid £lobal
questiona. From a military standpoint, courae participants are
introduced te the planning and management aspecta of the military rather
than %o 'staff' subjects. From =& atrategic studiea viewpoint, 'the
courae Will attempt to unravel the relationship ‘between atrategy and
govermment polieies.[6] Appropriate subject-areas reised for intensive
discusszicn inelwde higher defence orgenization and menpower atudies,[7]
research on fopiea of domestie, regionsl and international importance,
the capabilities and structure of the armed forcez, and gpecialised or
in=depth inveatigations into the varying needas of the armed forces such
a2 submarine sequisition, air defence, and army rgﬂrg&niﬂatibn.[ﬁj In
addition, @ "special study' of a selected topic of outstanding nationsl
intereat is being offered, for the firet time, in 1983.[9]

The MPAT offering has raised 1little debate regarding courae
recognition or even the suitsbility or relevence of couras content, but
this has been due more to the fact that no approach has been mede to
collpare ita programme with those in the universities. The academio
community shows little sppreciation of the gquality of the military's
atrategic studies programmes.

The military heve sought to ovencome -gome of the problems mentionad
above by attempting a more systematic eppreach to the study of war snd
by forging liaisons snd linkages with the academic community. MTAT,
Blnoe {tg inception, has been utiliaing wniversity staff members to glre
lectures on selected topice and in the assessment of studenta' written
txeroiaga, At the WPAT, an academic has been s "permanent fixture' of
the Directing Staff (DS), with specific reaponsibility for a 'strategic

Btudisa/international relaticns' module.



Pagna b

Changea heve been made to the basic sasumptions of the atrategie
gtudiea offerings st the NTAT and MPAT, but several isoues peraist.
Both the MIAT and MPAT pirategic satudies modules are similar in certaln
reapects, although there is no teaching content in the latter. But
there ie no continuity between the two offerings nor an appreciation of
the extent of knowledge of each particular ¢ourse gained by lte
participanta. Nonetheless, in that students are expoised Lo guite =
number of panel dimcussions and lectures by outside speakers {acedemics
and lesding private and public figurea in wvarious oepacitiea of
e:pertiae}, it would seem that knowledge of ocurrent affaira 1n the
country, the region and the world is enhanced. In sdditlion, 1t may e
noted that wvarious projects orgenised on & syndicate bssis at the HTAT
and MPAT would seem to highlight en understanding of the complex
relationahips and processea in the areas of national defence and
securitys Bubt on bthe whole, the scademic ratling of strategic studies at
MTAT and MPAT ie yet to be established.

THE ACADEMIC CENTRES

How do strategic studiea programmes fare in the wniversities?
Althowvgh both UBM and UEN offer such programmes and the Univeralty of
Malsya iz also inkerested in bhosting an offering - only the TEH
programue bas been fimly established.

The Strategic and Securlty Studies progremme at UM was dnitiated
wikth & requeab that the wniversity offer atudies of the nature a0 that
the military'e Reserve Officers' Training Unit (ROTU), alse recently
established, could take courses with an academic approasch to complement
their more combat or physically-relevant coursea in military training.
However, in terma of implementation, dwe to & variety of problems, only
o amell proportion of ROTU students have been able to take courses from
this programae. On the other hand, the UEN programme has taken off on &
pecale larger than initially expected, with the end result offered being
that of =& 'diplnma' [ but equivalent only to the first pyear of
university) for ita participants.

The diplome In Sirategioc and Security Siudiea at UEM runs over - two
pemesteras Eruughly 30 weeka) and ia equivalent to 30 academic umlts (1
unit is equivelent to 1 contack-hour). The progremme is divided into
ocore and elective courses, worth 15 units im each compoment. The core
courses for 18983-84 are mg shown in Figure 2.

n
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FIGURE 2: CORE COURSES IN STRATEGIC AND SECURITY STUDLES
FROGRAMME, UNIVERSITI KRBANGSAAN MALAYSTA 1983 -84

T I, il S S Y N N R s e e

Course Title Unit Value
1. Introduction to Strategie and decurity Studiea 3
2. SHeniner: Isswes in Defence and Security =
s+ Boutheasl Asian Political Systems 3
ar
International Reletiona of Southeast Asia
4, Introduvetion to Melayaian Politica |
or
Malaysian History K (Post-1941)
5. Jihad {'Koly War'): Theory and Practice 5
Total 15

Source: Univeraiti Kebsngssan Malaysia, "Regulationa Concerning +the
Diplome in GStrategiec and Security Studiea’, Handboek of the
Faoculty of Socisl Sciences and Humenities 198384, pp.213-214.

For the remalnder of the fifteen unita, courss particlpants are
required to select & three-unit ecourse whick is mandatory (called &
‘guided elective'); coursea selsctsd from  the Faculty of Bocisl
Sclences are valued up to saix wnite and courses from other fmoulties are
velued up to alx units. Alternatively, atudents could opt to write a
project paper valuad at three units, teke the guided elective coiras, &
course valued up to three units from the Paculty of Social Seciences, and
courses from other faculties walued wp %o aix units. The 'euided
elective' course is titled 'Bconomies of Defence and Security’.[10

Ao the UKM diploma course is effered only for serving officers of
the ammed forces and the police, & difference in the slective menu hag
been specified, beginning from the 198% course, for these perasonnel,
Thus, courses such as 'comperative police systems' and 'police-public
relationa’ ere highly recommended electives for police officers.[11] The
amed forces alao have a apecific list but there are no courses directly
concerned with studies of the ammed forees such as, for example,
givil-militesry relations.

According te the prospectus of UKM's Strategic and Sgecurity Studies
programme, ites maima or objectives are to:

aj study and develop mowledge rglating to strategy end peourity,
ineluding that of the military,

bl  offer coursea relating to strategy, security and the military
to  enable students to upgrade their underatanding and

avareness of these areas, %

e]  upgrede mowledge and awareness in the fielda of strategy,
security and that of the militery among military and police
personnel and others, and



Page &

d) produce military/pelice officeras with wide knowledge,
diacipline and 'firmness in spirit’.[12

Although the UKM's programme objectives have remained Inkect,
asgessments made of ita contents have resulted in changes. It sgon
wecame svident that the core programme of the original syllabus (as
ghown in Figure 3) wes unsatisfactory smd indeed even irrelevant for a
atrategic studies courass. In retroapect, the deaign of the ecarlier
ourriculum was too much a response to the 'demands' mode by the
university's faculties. The body responsible for the programne s
implementation, the Faculty of Social Sciencea, has aubaequently had teo
peatructiras it so that it became more & broadly defined social asclencea

G s

FIGURE 3: CORE COURSES IN STRATEGIC AND SECURITY STUDIES FROGHANME
UNIVERSITI KEBANGSAAN MALAYSIA, 19Bi-82

L S —— e —————SE TP Tl g st s e Dbl e

Courge Title Unit Yalua

1. Theory and Practice of Islemic Holy War' ('Jihsd') 2
2, Islem and the Theory and Practice of Marxism,

Lenintam and Maoisn %

%, Isaues in Defence and Becurity 4

4, Malaysisn History After 1941 3
5. Any Other Course Apart from those Offered
from Departmenta of History and Politieal

Science and the Paculty of Islamio Studies 3

Total 15

Source: Universiti Kebangasan Malsysia, Program Pengejian Strategi den
Yeselamatan ('Strategle snd Security Studies Programme’ )

1981 /B2, psJs

UEM's programme has been considered very important to the Malayalan
police who have had 44 of their officers taking the diploma course and
who have found the programme generally adequate and satiafying. Affer
aome hesitation, the Malayaisn military began participating in June

1962,

Tt can be sajd that the UKM ocourse im mnot concerned with the
operational nesde of the military but would appear to offer aspecta of
the field that should enhance thg professional soldier's understanding
of the socio-political envirorment he would be operating in. Even with
regard to police needs, in which respect thers had ‘been edequate
conmiltations between UEN and the police authorities, the progranme’ s
concerna are more wlth societal mattera than with apecific service needa
{for sxanple, nothing is taught on the sclence of deployment of Police
patrol vehicles, although a course is offered on 'Comparative FPelice
Systema'). In the process of re-thinking &nd re-fomulating the
contenta of the UKM progrsmme more in line with the needs of ita
elientele, the focus has shifted toward national mnd regional contexts
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of securily and basic issues of defence and ascurity. However, 1t is
not elear if there ia & unifying thread bebtween all the offerings that
makes the UKM strategie atudies package attractive encugh to Malayain's
securlty services ao that it fs a viabla propoaitbion.

At USH, the strategic studiea module hed been planned for the ROTY
training programme in order to fulfil the latter's "war studies’
somponent. Run by the School of Comparative Social Sciences, courses on
strategic atudies have been offered slnce 19830/81. ROTU atudents wars
raquired to obtain between 16 and 20 mcedemic wunits, with the couraea
titled 'Military Doctrines' and 'Seleotsd Issues In Peace Research
being compulsory. However, dus to sdministrative problems, only the
formér course has really been offered (by the ssme ncademic who had besn
seconded to the MPAT as the DS for Strategic Studies). Elective
courses, however, are still available, such as 'Public Cpinion’ and
"Role of the Big Powers in Southeast Azia', but on the whole the war
atudies component has besn difficult to implements: In effect, USH's
other plan to offer this component alse as & 'stretegic studiea’
sub-dipcipline {(with a few other additional requirTementa) within the
Social Sciencea School hes also been inoperative. As a result, only UKM
hes been sble to offer an ongoing war/confliet studies programme.

IBSURS AND FUTURE TRENDS

Ingofar ea any fileld of study should enhance Imowledge, it 1ia
inperative to ask two questiona about the war and conflict studies
progrommes now being offered. Firat, what has been the net gein for ths
student tuking such progranmes, and, second, are the practitioners of
the art (end here we mean those resgonaible for the tesching functiona)
furthering Iknowledge about the complex questiona about national
gaourily?

No hard empirical dats exist to enable s firm answer to the first
question but it would appear that the programmes offered by the military
have been useful in upereding dmowledge shout war (the theoretical and
conceptusl sapecha, even if basic) and operationsl comcerns to their own
personnel. Put as hes slready been noted, s recent review of +the NTAT
programme suggeated a leseaening of the atrategio atudy-group end &
corresponding increase in learning ghout military tactics and
gperationa. In fturn, it haa been proposed that "strategic studiea’
should receive more emphssziz at the MFAT.

An understanding of the myriad pspecta and issues about netional
security, however, would require an introduction te more academically
higher-level couraes that only the universlties could provide. Here, it
would wseem, the wniveraities have not ss yet come up %o the challenge.
ind both st the military ataff schools mnd the univeraities, that which
pasaes for 'etrategic atudies” dis either too Weatern-oriented in
oonceptuslization or mo general am would meem o stretch the mesning of
'atrategic' way paat ite parameters. At the NPAT, for example, there ia
conaiderable justification for meking ita atudents aware of  the
intricacies of defemce plenning in Malayaia, but the politiecal
conaiderations impinging om security issuvea do not approximate the kind
of theoretical constructs aexrlating in the US and Buropean auntaxta.[!}]
Malayalan military and police officers may well be acutely aware of the
kind of cultural and political contexta in which they opdrate, but it is

-



Pagae 10

less clear if these cognitiona nllow for analytical and theoretical
underatanding of these isenes or even if they are germane for afficer

education.

On the other hand, the strategic studles progremme st UKN has been
considered adequate end =atisfactory for students coming from the
police, but the level of the work iz "heavy' in terms of the losd. Thia
finding i= interesting =lnce the professional intereats of the police
ara perhaps served better by the more 'genersl' couraes rather than,
say, courses on the strategic opltlona of the Hoviets mnd the Chinese in
Boutheaat Azla.

Apropos the resding material of the more 'strategic’ elementa of
war and conflict atudies, and indeed the eplstemological foundationa of
the field, both the univeraitiea mnd the military staff collegea display
s litersture I1iat thet has originated elmost entirely from the [nited
States and Britain. As such, then, nuclear strategy which is uaseful to
Imow sebout but uselesss in the eecurity considerations of Malaysia and
Sputheast Asis, gets s top billing in the reading lista, whereas erwdite
or profound assessments sbout security questiona at naticnal or reglonal
level ere aimply non-existent. Thus, for example, " the political
conaiderstions in the gprocesa of defence planning im Malaysia' is
ponceivebly en important tople but has not been investlgated in a
ayatematic, scholastic and profound manner, and therefore debilitates
the procesa of inatruetion and pedagogy.

In part, this situsiion is contained in the snswer +to the second
question. The scademic commumity comcernsd with security guestions is a
nere handful end as such has had to extend ita limite in offering
membars' expertise. As already alluded %o asbove, eplatemologiocal
characteriatics of what could be conpldered 'Malaysian national
gecurity' are alss lacking end would take time to develop. But, am a
result, what could pssz for knowledge to be tranomitted to those wanting
to learn in depth sbout war snd conflict is either toe basiec or lacking
in theoretical sophistication and subatantive scholarship as well as in
an indigenous approach to the field.

Finally, %o compound the situation on wer and conflict studies,
there clearly exists a dichotomy in approach to the subject betwsen the
military snd the wniveraities. Although both have recognised the need
for such a subject, each thinks it ia more knowledgeabls than the other.
To some extent, the level of lmowledge ia & functlen of the prevalling
situation of secrecy thet shrouds discussion sbout security and defence,
but schelarship is not impoesible.

From the scademic side, there has been a tendsncy, almoat
supercilious, to the effect thet theoretical kmowledge at the univeralty
level is far superior to what could be offersd or taught in the military
colleges. To en extent, a prejudice exists smonget echolara that the
military is mainly brawn and luéhing in brains. It is nmnoteworthy a=
wall that two attempts to obtain accreditation of the MIAT course as
equivalent to a first degree from the Universlti Seina and Universiti
Kebangeesn have failed. Conversely, the military heve not as yet been
shaolutely willing to believe that the universitiea are a credible
repository of Imowledge sbout military matters. Nedther im it c¢lear
that strategic studies is velued for 4its worth - in the MPAT, for
example, it is reported that the field ia included in the curriculun
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"mot a0 much for its imtrinaio merits ss &n {ntellestual pursuit, but to
enhance course nenbers' conprehenaion of the many feaclors which sffect
deciaion-making for the formulation of defence thoughts and plana'.[1d]

CONCLUDING REMARES

Theas differences notwithatanding, however, there have bean
meetings by both sides to resch sn understanding over the bases of war
and conflict studies. Indeed, the military have been most wllling to
invite etaff from the universities to give lectures and other help in
the military staff collegea. Interszt has also been raised gsbout the
posoibility that the wniversities will be able to offer & sktrategic
gtudies programme at the post-graduste level. Therse is common ground
that 1is wstill +to be demarcated in helping to develop the field into a
fully fledged one.

At the same time, howsver, more regearch will have to be conduocted
and the results published %o echieve a high state of the art in war and
conflict studiea. There are indicationa thet this ia not emn =l together
insprmountable task, and alrepdy there are instapces of mcademic output
in that direction.[15)] But, at present, lmovledge is only putative and
daete are lecking. As instances of thias situsticn, we lmow very little
ebout the conduct and problema regarding trans-border operations, the
laauea wlth respect to delence spending (1= 1% cuatﬂeffactiva?}, the
ebility of the amy %o perform both couventional and unconventional
miasions; the capabilitles of the ressrve forces, the role.of the
Maleyslan equivalent of & Thome guard {HELAJ, changing patierns snd
accinlisation of the officer corps and a host of other topics. Tk would
provably be correct to mgsert that war and econflict progremmea  are
on-going but their content may be more an exposition of theorstlical
tsauss than anelysis of the sciual situation in the country in terms of
the sbove queatliona.

In the end, 1t may well be that iasuea concerning defence and
security and their analysls compriae a natter that ia reserved for s
select few and the appropriaste government departmentz.[16] But, inasmuch
as there appesra to be a brosdeming of the =sudience through the
diapereal of war and conflict atudies beyond military inatitutions,
there ia an opportunity creasted to expand knowledge and discusaion about
the field to both practitioners and theoreticians alike.
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See M. Fathlmanathan, 'Malayaian Defence Policy: The Phasing Out
af the Anglo-Maleyaian Defence Agresment’, paper presented at the
Bth Conference of Historiame of Asin, Kuals Lumpur, 25-2%9 August,
1980; Chandran Jeshurun, ¥alaysien Defence Policy {Kusls Iumpur:
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For a discussion of this 4theme, see Zakaria Haji Ahmad, 'The
Challenges te Melayaisn HNetional Security', in W. Taib Ooman,
{ed.), Malaysin Comes of Age, fortheowing.

UKM'a Btrategic Stwdies Progroume gctually initiated & seminar
series on security and defence ismpues in 1982, Howewer, the seriaes
iz not a regulariaed affair.



